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It is a very great pleasure for me to welcome you here 
to the Forty-Seventh Annual Somaatwenan’ Day exercises. We are 
alweys very happy to receive at Loyola the faithful Alumni and 
loyal friends of our School. We have a special welcome to-night 
for our Guest Speaker, Mr. John J. Hearng High Commissioner for 
Ireland. It is rather appropriate that Ireland's High Commiss- 
ioner should be our Guest this evening, since one of our Alumni, 
Mr. John Kearney is Canada's representative at Dublin, 

The student enrolment during the past year was over 
five hundred, the largest in the history of Loyola. Each year 
of the War sees a greater number of our College students leaving 
the lecture Halls to join the active services and so there was 
the expected decline in the College registration, This, however, 
was more than compensated for by the increase in the High School 
classes. = 

Taking into consideration the inevitable distracting 
effect of the War and the War Effort upon the students, we find 
that their work has reached a satisfactory standerd. The class 
specimens were held regularly during the year giving the many par- 
ents who were present a clearer idea of the work done in the class-rooms. 

To the Dean of Studies, Father Swain, and to his devoted 
co-workers, it is a pleasure to pay here the tribute of admiration 
and gratitude they so richly deserve. 

Keen interest was shown by the students in the public 
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speaking classes and in debates. Our Senior Debating team brought 
back to Loyola this year the Inter-University Debating Trophy which 
Loyola has now won seven times since our first victory in 1925, 

In Easter Week, the mejor play of the year, Shakespeare's 
Macbeth, was presented with great success to capacity audiences on 
three evenings. We congratulate Mir. Stanley, Director of Dramatics. 
All who witnessed this dramatic production were very well pleased 
and the press gave unstinted praise to the efforts of our students. 

What gave us even greater satisfaction was the enthusiasm 
of the students, who gave every proof of their appreciation of a 
living version of Shakespeare. i/e must confess to some hesitation 
when so ambitious an underteking wes first suggested, but the very 
great eagerness of the students themselves to attempt it was a 
deciding argument in favour of the enterprise. Over one hundred 
students were concerned in the production - in the cast itself, in 
the Orchestra, the stage arrangements and other departments and their 
co-operation with the members of the Faculty is worthy of note. 

The members of the Sodality of Our Lady continue their 
excellent work, The new Sodality Chapel gave an added stimulus 
for their exercises of devotion, while they carried on their many 
works of charity as in previous years. 

Under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Guerin, our 
Officers' Training Corps continued throughout the year an intensive 
military training. Colonel Guerin is now assisted by Major Inwood, 
who is second in command, and Ceptain Cook who has just recently 
joined our ranks, C.0.7T.C. training in War time is very exacting 


on the students' time and energy and I would like here to congrat- 
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ulate our College students on their spirit of generosity. i/jhenever 


extra demands were made upon them they were true to the motto of 

our School "Be Loyal to Loyola", This was noticed at the very out- 
set of the year when the Government appealed to us for help to gath- 
er in the Western harvest. The response to that sudden appeal was 
100%, The same evidence of united school spirit was noticeable in 
all activities throughout the year whether they were social, mili- 
tary, dramatic or in the field of sports. | 

Our Honour Réle of past students now on active service 
grows lengthier every month, Wheat is particularly notable, al- 
though to be expected, over 85% of those serving are Officers. 
Here—meay We congratulate all those who have been promoted to a 
higher renk during the past year. We can mention only a few:- 
Major-General Vanier, who has been appointed Canada's representative 
in London to the occupied Countries, Air Vice Marshall Victor Walsh, 
of the Canadian Joint Staff at Washington, GSE ranaolph Routh, 
Second in Command of the First Canadian Paratroop Battelion and no 
fewer than seven Lieut.-Colonels, whose appointments have been pub- 
lished in the past few months, 

Last Friday morning in the College Chapel a solem Requiem 
liass was sung for those Loyola Alumi who have made the supreme sac- 
rifice in this War - they number seventeen, - We pay tribute to 
their memory and we assure their varents and friends that they are 
remembered daily in the many Masses said by their former Professors 
each morning at the College. It may also be mentioned that Mass is 


offered every Friday during the year for all Loyola boys on active 
service. 
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During the year death claimed one who was with Loyola 
from its earliest days, Father Nicholas Quirk, perhaps the best 
remembered Jesuit Professor of Loyola. Another former student and 


former Professor was called to his reward when Father Walter Melien- 
us died this winter in Montreal, 2 % hax o/ btwe Punky, Kigrte Low 
Eyed Wailer Gusvien Arad eet pee contac gp, He NN to be- 
y to 
come ean Army Chaplain, bringing the total number of former Profess- 
ors now in the services as Chaplains to seven, 

Under the command of Flight Lieutenant Loucks and five 
other Alumni of the College, the Loyola Air Cadet Squadron contin- 
ues its training and a number of students have qualified as non- 
Commissioned Officers. 

The Loyola Alumni Ladies! Auxiliary again sponsored an 
excellent series of lectures greatly appreciated by their audiences. 
The Air Cadets are their debtors for a very generous gift of $200.00 
which will greatly help the Alumni Officers meet the various expenses 
involved in the maintenance of their squadron, 

We are greatly indebted to the Loyola Mothers! Guild,-tnder 
the Presidency of Mrs. J. O. Asselin this new organization has done 
much for Loyola. Besides the material help it has given to the Coll- 
ege in furnishing a well appointed lounge for the High School students 
and presenting the College with’ other much appreciated gifts, the 
Loyola Mothers' Guild has brought about closer co-operation between 
the parents of our students and the members of the Faculty. We take 
this opportunity to thank the members of the Guild, particularly the 


membexs of the Executive for their great interest and generosity to- 


wards Loyola. 
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In athletics a keen interest was shown in the organiza- 
tion of inter-class contests and all students were given an oppor- 
tunity to take part in games. Our boys impressed all by the excell- 
ent spirit they showed in all competitive sport. We regret that 
inter-University leagues were suspended at the outset of the War, 
We feel that even from a military point of view an important factor 
in training is being overlooked. Loyola has always stressed the 
formative value of athletic competition and if so many of her sons 
are noted for their leadership in this present conflict, may it not 
be attributed in no small part to the athletic as well as to the 
military and cultural training received in the College. 

To our many benefactors and to those who have contributed 
to the Maintenance Fund, we express again our very sincere thanks, 
The contribution of the Jesuit Order towards higher education for 
English speaking Catholics in Montresl, has been the free services 
of the Loyola Faculty, for Loyola has no other endowment. To those 
then who have made it possible for us to continue our work and to 
offer facilities for higher education to many who could not afford 
it, we are deeply grateful. 

And now at the end of this report we have an announcement 
that will, we feel sure, be welcomed by ell who are interested in 
the progress of the College. A very important addition to our cur- 
riculum has been made and will go into effect this Seotember,. 

After lengthy discussions with the authorities of the Un- 
iversity of Montreal, arrangements have been completed for the intro- 


duction of a four year course leading to the degree of Bachelor of 
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Science. The four years are so arranged as to permit students 

who so desire to complete, along with their philosophy, religion 

and other cultural subjects - all the studies required for pre- 
engineering and the first two years of Engineering. Students not 
interested in engineering may major in physics, chemistry or meth- 
ematics, Negotiations are progressing and in some cases have been 
completed, for the recognition of the equivalence of these courses, 
with the Universities in Canada and the United States where our_grad- 
uates normally pursue their post-graduate work. 

Concerning McGill University, our students who satisfeactor- 
ily complete these various courses at Loyola will be eligible for 
equivalent standing at McGill, and those who have followed the en- 
gineering options with us will be eligible for admission to the Third 
year of Engineering at McGill University. 

The Arts course will continue unchanged, leading as usual 
to the Bachelor of Arts Degree. We are anxious to make it clearly 
understood that the new course is an addition to and not a trans- 
formation of the studies already pursued at Loyola. The Arts course 
retains all its importance as an essential contribution to the cul- 
tural life of our Catholics. This new course is intended for those 
who, for one reason or another, would seek a more complete mastery 
of the Sciences, even to the partial exclusion of the broader cul- 
tural foundation of the Arts course and who for that very reason, 
stand, perhaps in greater need of a thorough grounding in Catholic 
philosophy. The purpose, therefore, of the Science course is by no 


means to relegate the Arts to a position of unimportance but to supply 


Page 7 


P bhoyorta 


OFFICE OF THE Montreal 
RECTOR 


@ real need in this Province for our English speaking Catholic 
youth, namely - to provide a thoroughly Catholic education for 
that group of young people who might otherwise be moved to forego 
it in the pursuit of a purely scientific career. Under the direc- 
tion of our general Dean of Studies, Father Swain, the heads of 
Departments in this Science course will be Father Serie Oldonner Phd. 
of pure liathematics from Harvard University, Father Hugh MacPhee, 
Honours iieAe in applied mathematics and Physics from Toronto Univer- 
sity and hr. Francis Gaudagni, B.Sc. in Engineering from MeGill Uni- 
versity. = 

We hoped to have His Excellency Archbishop Charbonneau 
honour us with His presence here this evening but His Excellency 
is out of the City. I have here a letter from our beloved Arch- 


bishop which I would like you to heer, 


"Montreal, May 29th, 1943. 


Reverend Edward Brown, S.Jd. 
Loyole College. 


Dear Father Brown, 
I deeply regret my inability to be present 
at the 47th Convocation of Loyola College. I have followed with 
interest end pleasure during the vast years the contribution 
made by Loyola College to the cultural life of the Inglish- 
speaking Catholics of the Archdiocese of Montreal and elsewhere. 
The Convocation this year takes on 2a special 
C significance, marking as it does a new advence by the College 


in the cultural and scientific field with the inauguration of 
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the new course in science leading to the degree of Bachelor of Science. 


I am particularly pleased to see the Faculty of Loyola College thus 
meet the peculiar needs of our times by providing our Catholic Youth 
with a means of pursuing their scientific studies in a Catholic milieu. 
The scientific course not only provides ea new opportunity for scientif- 
ic work, but it also offers a much-needed protection to our youth by 
surrounding these studies with the safeguards of Catholic philosophy. 
We all reelize the utmost importence of a sound and thorough training 
in Catholic philosophy particularly in these days of rampant material- 
ism. In this manner, our youth will be enabled to meet the challenge 
of modern education and prepare for the numerous opportunities open to 
them, without sacrificing in any wey the benefits of a Catholic educa- 
tion. 

The new scientific course will not in any way hamper or in- 
terfere with your Arts course which has functioned so well and so suc- 
cessfully during the past years, and which will continue to do so for 
the years to come. The Arts course remains necessary and desirable 
for a large number of our Catholic youth, and it is my desire to see 
it flourish in an ever-increasing manner... 

I most heartily approve therefore and give my blessing to 
this initiative of the Rector and the Faculty of Loyola College, and 
it is my wish that many of our Catholic youth will take advantage of 
your new scientific course. 

Yours sincerely, 
(SIGNED) JOSEPH CHARBONNEAU 
Archbishop of Montreal." 


And now a final word to those young men whose College 
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course at Loyola terminates this evening. You are going forth 
into an unsettled world and your immediate future is filled with 
uncertainties but we have confidence in you and we assure you 
that our fondest wishes and our constant prayers ere yours as 
you leave Loyola. We know that you will confront that future 

as Catholic men of whom your teachers and your College may al- 
ways be proud. 


May God bless and protect you. 


A very important addition to our curriculum has been made and will 
20 into effect in September. After lengthy 4d 
authorities of the University of Montreal ani of McGill University, 
arransements have been completed for the introduction of a four-year 


course leading to the Degree of Bachelor of Science. For the present, 


permit students who so desire to complete, slong with their Philosophy, 
Relizion ani other cultural subjects, all the studies uired for 
J ’ equi 


pre-=inzineering and the first two years of Engineering. Students who 


di 


satisfectorily complete these particular studies and who sraduate from 
Loyola with the Degree of B. Sc. will be eligible for admission to 
the Third Yser of Engineering at McGill. 

The 4rts Course will continue unchenged, with the students who 
successfully complete it receiving their Degree of Bachelor of trts 


as this evening. We are anxious to meke it clearly understood that 


>. 


the nex course is en addition to, and not a transformation.of the 
Studies clreedy pursued at Loyole. The Arts Course retains all its 


importance as an essential contribution to the cultural life of our 


Catholics. The new course is :intenied for those who, for one reason 


~ 


or another, would. seek a more complete mastery of the sciences, even 


to the partial exclusion of the broader cultural foundetion of the 
a 


Arts Course, and who for that very reason stand perhaps in greater 


need of a thorough srounding in Catholic Philosophy and of all that 


The purpose, therefore, of the Scienee Course/ is by no means to 
relecacte the trts- to a position of unimzrortence but to supply a4 real 
need in thas province, namely, to vrovide a oroughly Catholic 


education for that group of young people who might otherwise be moved i 


to forezo it in the pursuit of a purely scientific career. 





